Role of topical chemotherapy for primary acquired melanosis and malignant melanoma of the conjunctiva and cornea: review of the evidence and recommendations for treatment.
Surgical excision with cryotherapy is a well-established treatment option for malignant melanoma or primary acquired melanosis (PAM) with atypia of the conjunctiva and cornea. Topical chemotherapeutic agents such as mitomycin C (MMC) however, are increasingly finding use in clinical practice. A search was performed of Medline and Pubmed databases for English language articles from 1980 to the present in this field. Relevant studies were reviewed with regards to treatment regimen, rates of recurrence and metastasis, side effect profile and length of follow up. A total of 22 and 16 unique cases of biopsy proven PAM with atypia and malignant melanoma, respectively, treated with topical MMC were identified. Topical MMC was well tolerated and shows considerable promise, particularly in the treatment of diffuse PAM with atypia. However, long-term data are lacking and further studies are required.